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A message from the President 

Dear friends,  

 ñInclusive, good-quality education is a foundation for dynamic and equitable societies.ò So 

said Desmond Tutu, sometime Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town. How appropriate then, 

that the class of degree your outgoing President shall take is named after Archbishop Tutu. I 

have always found CUHAGS to be a dynamic and equitable Society, and what screams 

ñinclusiveò more than a 2:ii, the infamous ñDesmondò?  

In all seriousness, I shall miss Cambridge. But I can leave Cambridge and CUHAGS behind, 

knowing that at least the latter is in good hands. For, at the AGM before the very jolly 

Accession Banquet this year, Mr Edward Herbert (Selwyn & Trinity) was elected unopposed 

as my successor. I know he will do a wonderful job.  

What would a 2018-19 CUHAGS Term be, however, without some sad news? It was my duty 

once again to inform you of the passing of one of our members, Ms Sarah Tasker. Her sister 

wrote, ñshe loved bell ringingò and mentions other groups such as CUHAGS ñthat she was 

involved with... The family thank you all for the support, teaching and friendship you gave 

Sarah.ò 

Likewise, I must thank all of you for the great kindness you have shown me, and in particular 

I must thank my Committee, our hosts for Feasts, Revd Professor Allen Brent, Professor Sir 

John Baker, and Revd Dr Keith Eyeons, and all of our excellent speakers. I am at least rather 

pleased with myself that the costs of Feasts came down significantly for student members 

during my year. I hope I did a half-decent job, all-in-all. Our Vice-President certainly seemed 

to think so, when he wrote to thank me recently: 

ñOn a personal note I would like to thank you for all the work you have done. It wasn't an 

easy year to be President. You faced it all with charm and cheerfulness.ò 

If any of this is half-true, then I am a very happy ex-President.  

Kindest, 

Keir Martland 

President (2018-19) 
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Heraldry in Chawton House, Alton, Hampshire 

Based on a talk given to CUHAGS on 17
th

 January 2019 

Edward Hepper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The late-Tudor house started by John Knight in 1583 

 

 

Synopsis 

Most of the Heraldry in the house refers to the owners from the Norman Conquest to 

Montagu Knight who died in 1914; the windows on the Great Staircase contain mid-Tudor 

glass of other families. In addition, there are examples throughout the house in stained glass, 

carved and painted wood, and in metal fire-backs.  
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The Knight Arms over the front door: bottom left the original Knight arms; 

 and right between 1738 and 1813; above, the arms from 1813. 

There is also heraldry in St Nicholasô Church at the end of the drive, both from the Knight 

and other families.   

Simplified family trees show the family relationships between the different owners of the 

house whose coats of arms are displayed.   

2. Historical Background1 

The Manor dates back to the Saxon thane, Oda (or Odo) of Wincestre, from whom it was 

confiscated by William the Conqueror and given to Hugh de Port. It remained in his family 

for five hundred years although Hughôs great great grandson, William, took the name and 

arms of his St John heiress mother. In 1355, Edmund, the St John heir, died a minor and 

Chawton passed to his sister, Margaret, wife of John de St Philibert. This was the first of five 

inheritances through the female line, in each case involving a change of name and arms, 

through St Philibert, Poynings, Bonville, Fulford and West. But throughout, the de Port 

bloodline, sometimes female, continued. The Wests sold the estate to the Arundels, the first 

sale outside the de Port family for five hundred years. The Arundels then sold it to the 

Knights, who had been tenant farmers for at least one hundred years. Nicholasô son John 

Knight inherited and, in 1583, started to modernise and enlarge the old Manor, turning it into 

the present late-Tudor house.  It has remained in the Knight family ever since, though three 

times passing laterally or through the female line: to the Martins, Brodnaxes and Austens. A 

long lease was sold in 1993 to a new charity founded by Sandy Lerner and, in 2003, the 

house reopened as the Chawton House Library.  Although in 2018 it dropped óLibraryô from 

                                                 
1
 Chawton House Library Guide and Victorian County History (VCH) ï Hampshire, 1901 
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its name, it still houses the specialist library of eighteenth century women authors, which is 

linked to the University of Southampton and can be accessed for research purposes. .  

3. Origin of the Knight Arms  

The Knight arms of a bend of gold lozenges seem to have been adopted between 1570 and 

1630. Neither they nor the Knights of Chawton appear in the Visitations of Hampshire. 

However they do appear for Knight in the Visitation of London, 1634, but with different 

genealogical details. An Edmund Knight is recorded as using the same arms but again with 

different genealogy; he was Norroy King of Arms and died in 1596. Both he and the 

Chawton Knights since 1630 quartered their arms with Knight of Calais although there is no 

evidence of a connection between the two families. A doodle on the flyleaf of a book of John 

Knightôs published in 1619 shows the Knight lozenges but in different colours, silver on 

black. Four enamelled plates in St Nicholas Church show the arms of four Knights who died 

in 1620, 1627, 1636 and 1641, the last two with the Calais quartering. Sir Richardôs memorial 

does not include Calais although he had used the quartering as late as 1666.  

Two of the enamelled plates in St Nicholasô Church 

Stephen Knight, ob. 1627    Richard Knight, ob. 1641 

The crest of the demi gray-friar with a lantern is recorded in the London 1634 Visitation and 

is shown on the coloured plates and Sir Richardôs memorial. When the Brodnaxes inherited, 

the crest was altered to replace the lantern with a slipped cinquefoil,  

4. Great Gallery 

In the Great Gallery, there are three windows commissioned by Montagu Knight from the 

London firm Powell, of Whitefriars, and installed between 1910 and 1913.  The first window, 

furthest from the Great Staircase, shows the families of the freeholders from the 11
th
 century 

over the next five hundred years. They were all descendants from the de Ports, to whom 



57 

 

William the Conqueror granted the estate, although sometimes the lack of a male heir meant 

that Chawton passed through the female line with a change of name and coat of arms.  

Leonard West, the last of this family, sold Chawton to the Arundels.  

 

 

The first window: St John, successors to the de Ports; St Philibert, Poynings, Bonville, Fulford,West. 

(NB the punning óWô) 

 

Within a few years, the Arundels sold to Nicholas Knight, whose son John, started to build 

the present house in 1583. The Knight family have held the freehold ever since ï over 400 

years, although it has three times passed to distant collateral relations, whilst retaining the 

Knight name and ï albeit differenced ï Knight arms.  

The Knight succession is shown in the next two windows. In the second, the Knights 

continue to Sir Richard, who died in 1679 without male heir. The estate passed to his auntôs 

grandson, Richard Martin and then to his brother and sister.  
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The second window: John Knight & Mary Neale; Stephen & Richard Knight; Sir Richard 

Knight & Priscilla Reynolds; Richard (firstly Martin), his brother Christopher (NB punning 

Martins, and Lewknor and Martin quarterings); and their sister Elizabeth Knight & William 

Woodward; Elizabeth Knight & Bulstrode Peachey. 
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Sir Richard Knight   Sir Richard Knightôs Memorial in Chawton Church 

William Woodward         Elizabeth (Martin Knight                    Bulstrode Peachey 

 Elizabeth (Martin) Knight and her two husbands  

 

The third window takes the story on from the Martins to the Brodnaxes and Austens.  The 

Lewknor and Martin quarterings were replaced first by Brodnax and May, and then, by 

Austen and Leigh. 
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The third window: Thomas Knight (snr) & Jane Monk; Thomas Knight (jnr) & Catharine Knatchbull; 

Edward Knight (snr) & Elizabeth Bridges; Edward Knight (jnr) & Mary Dorothea Knatchbull (1
st
 

wife); Edward Knight (jnr) & Adela Portal (2
nd

 wife); Montagu Knight and Florence Hardy. 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

Thomas (Brodnax) Knight (snr) married Jane Monk, distant cousin and heiress of George 

Monk, Duke of Albemarle. The Monk armorial pedigree, held in the house, shows her 

descent from the Le Moynes of North Devon c 1066 and the Monk connection to the Royal 

Family through King John and Fulke of Anjou.  

Thomas (Brodnax) Knight 

(snr) 

Thomas Knight (jnr) Jane Monk, wife of  

Thomas  Knight (snr) 


