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Godfrey, 1% Baron Elton

David Broomfield

Over the centuries a number of historians have niadehe House of Lords. The earliest is
probably Edwas Hyde (160974) the author ofrhe History of the Rebelliowritten whilst

in exile with King Charles II. At the Restoration he was created Baron Hyde and a year

| ater, at t he KasnmpdesEarlcod Claramdon. iAlthough the elevation
owed more to his role as a statesman and Lord Chancat@rthan to his writing. Thomas
Babington Macaulay (1800859) distinguished himself as an undergraduate at Trinity
College,andhis coat of armappears in stained glass in the Hall. He combineddles of
politician, Secretary o¥War and Paymaster General, with that of historianhlet 18 400 s h
published his fouwolume History of England from the Accession of King James the
Second He was crated Baron Macaulay in 1857. Sir John ActdhE (18341902) also
combined being a politician and an historian. He was created Baron Acton in 1869. He was
appointed Regius Professor of History at Cambridge irb 189 laid the foundations for

The Cambride Modern History Hugh TrevotrRoper (19142003) read Classics at Christ
Church, Oxord. His most famous work wadhe Last Days of Hitlepublished in 1947. He

was Regius Professor of Modern History at Oxford and Master of Peterhous@7.980
When he beaae a peer in 1979, he took the title Baron Dacre of Glanton. His arms can be
seen above the dais in the Hall at Peterhouse. More recently is Alistair Cooke)($vb

was educated at Framlingham College and Peterhouse. In 2010 he was made a Life Peer
with the title Lord Lexden. He is the official historian of the Conservative Party and the
Carlton Club.

Godfrey Elton was born in 1892 in Newport Pagnell. He is not to be confused with Sir
Geoffrey Elton (192094) who was born in Germany and originally cdll&ottfried

Ehrenburg. Godfrey was educated at Rugby before gaining a scholarship to study Classics at
Balliol College, Oxford. He took a first in Moderations in 1913 but then switched to history.

He never graduated as in 1914 he joined théidmpshire Rgiment. He was wounded at

the siege of KutaAmara and taken prisoner. After tr
elected him a fellow. In 1921 he married Dedi, the daughter of Gitigmann of Oslo.

He publishedlhe Revolutionary Idea in France, 178878in 1923. He too sought a career

in politics, standing for election for the Labour Party in 1924 and 1929. He was a close
friend of Ramsay MacDonald, he would later write his biography, and join the National
Labour Party. MacdonalsdOpu pioln ava |l @wd em thsa.d Ib
made Baron Elton of Headington in the County of Oxfordshire. At the time Malcolm

MacDonald was an UndSGecr et ary of State in his fathe
remar k e d ™ Bdntmry thehtiors bispeers wareade UndeSecretaries, in the 20
the tutors of UndeBecr et ari es are made peerso. Durin

interest in the goings on in College. On one occasion, in the 1930s, he urged the dean to find
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out why a young lady, in a gown, slid be descending an undergraduate staircase at 11am.
In 1939 he gave up his fellowship and became secretary to the Rhodes Trust. He lived in the
Dower House, Sutton Bonington, Nottinghamshire, and died there in 1973. His memorial
(fig.l) canbeseenin®i chael 6s Church in the village.

Godfrey Eltondés ancestry can be traced with
Richard Elton of Newent isloucestershirewho was born in 1630. The family evidently

claimed descent from Thomas de Helton who is recorded in 1268. His arms were, Paly of

six argent and gules on a bend sable three mullets argent. The Eltons of Ledbury,
Herefordshire and Newent, GloucestershimebPaly of six or and gules on a bend sable
three mullets or. These arms formed the bas
his time in having them grantetht he Debrett dés of 1944 they
exemplifiedo.

His shield wasPaly of six or and gules a bend and on a chief sable three mullets pierced or.
His crest was a variation of the Elton one of An arm embowed in armour proper holding in
the gauntlet a scimitar argent pommelled and hilted or tied around the arm witli eescar

This was differenced for Lord Elton by the addition of a wreath of laurel vert fructed or and
two flanking mullets pierced or. His supporters consist of, to the dexter a knight in mail
armour with a white surcoat holding in the exterior hand a gwoint downwards proper.

This may well represent Thomas de Helton the medieval ancestor of the Eltons. His sinister
supporter was a Viking holding a batege blade downwards. On his memorial the Viking

is of course depicted with a horned helmet regasdté historical accuracy. The Viking is a
rather neat allusion to the ancestors of his Norwegian wife. He chose the FagtQuam
Fortuna By Faith Rather Than Fortune.
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When he died, he was succeeded by his only son Godfrej®dr Elton. He is a
Conservative politician and sits in the House of Lords as one of the ninety hereditary peers.

Sources; Online Dictionary of National Biography.
Bur keds Gener al Ar mory

Debrettdos Peerage

DrJohn Horton for the mehooidlograph of Lord EI
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The Penyston Seal

Terence Trelawny Gower

The Penyston Seal is of silver, iyes 90gm is 85mm diameter and washe possession of
W.J. Hemp(18821962, Archaeologist & Antiquarian)it hadbeen purchased by the late J.
Challenor Smith in the late &entury following the dispersal of the family property after
the death of the heiress of Penyston, of Cornwell House, Oxfordshire18B80a

The inscription, OHEC FVERVET ARWMA483 HO&& (
not reord the actual date of the matrix, which is believed to be in the edtiyetitury.

The arms consist of 20 quarterings and twelve crests selected from the twenty five
guarterings cited ithec onf i r mati on of arms by Cooke, Cl .
Lord of Hawr uge, Buc ki ngh"™iszhThe ohgice & srestsd  d a t
appears to be arbitrary, and in one case there are no corresponding arms on the seal.

The differences in the treatment of the fields and charges by dots, hatchingrestinly to
give varietyto, and in no way represent the conventional methods of indicating the
tinctures.

The confirmation of arms was printed at lengthTine Genealogistfor 1877 and as it
records the pedigree of the family and the source afjtlagterings, it will be sufficient here
to quote the names and arms of those families only which are represented on the seal.

The Blazons

Penyston: Argent, three Cornishs Choughs proper.

Fawconbridge: Argent, a Lion rampant, a border Azure. (The baaeniited)
Harpden: Azure, a Mollet of six points gules pierced Or

Hosterley: Barry of six Argent & Sable.

Bewchamp: Gules, a fesse between six billets Or. [? -crosslets]

a s
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Earl of Worcester: Per pale Or and Gules three rounds counter changed.

Fflett: Argent, on a fess Azure three fleurs de lis Or.

Mowbray: Gules, a lion rampant Argent, a crescent Sable (The crescent is omitted)

Chesham: Vert, on an escutcheon Argent a Hartes head caboshed Gules.

10 Bruse: Azure, a lion rampant Or crowned Gules, a semmsécrosslet.

11.Hereis: Azure, a chevron ermines between three het&ies

12.Hames: Sable, a fes€r between three cinquefoils ermine.

13.Willcotts: Azure, an eagle displayed Argent beaked and membered Sable.

14.Arderburgh: Argent, a chevron engrailed betweeadtescallops ermine.

155 Pur cel | : Vair, Argent and Gul es on a b
tusked Or.

16.Shershall: Argent, three bends Azure, on a canton Sable a lion passant Or.

17.Marshall. Gules, a bend fusilly Or.

18.Gowsell: Or, three bars Azure, a tamermines.

19.Daynton; Per bend indented Or and sable.

20.Crossell: Or, a cross formy Vert.

© 0N

The identification of the twelve crests presented some difficulty. Seven are specified in the
confirmation, of which six appear on the seal, the omission b#fifilgotts The
confirmation also mentions O0the other Crest
Harvey Esq., Clarenceux oi"® f July 156406, bu$Nodidretse not |
collection of the Society of Antiquaries entitl@illiam Tyllotson, curate,his book at

Cawsell 1594and <containing various heraldic note

Penystons Pedigreed, beginning at folio 9
however, any clear indication of the families to whom they owe theisgmce. The
identification is not made any more easy by the fact that William TyldtSonr i t es i n
vi | e s and pivesnPerd/ston 209 quarterings to his shield, some of which quarterings are

subdivided into sixteen and eighteen coats. However oll@ning list of crests on the seal

may be taken as correct: the numbering begins with the Penyston crest placed over the
Penyston arms in the first quarter. The letters C and T following a blazon indicates that it is
guoted from Cookddwtcswomfoisr meotoikgn asr tThye case

The Crests

Penyston; A griffin passant valant (sic) Sable (C).

Harpeden; A hindes head Or (T).

Beauchamp: A swans head & neck Argent beaked Gelegebn a pair of wings Sable
Hosterley: An Eagle displayed Argent icwn Or (T).

Bruse: A lions paw Or out of a crown Or (T).

Gowsell: A Unicorn passant Or (C).

Marshall: A Tiger Or (C).

Shershall: A Lion sejant with tail coward. (T)

Hereis: A Dragon passant Or (C) with a small writhed tail. (T).

© o N OAWNE
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10.Ursors: A Bear couchartrgent muzzled Or. (T)

11.Chesham: A Falcon volant proper (C)

12.Maudit: Earl of Warwick: a demy griffon with wings elevated before and behind issuing
from a crown Or (T). This crest is inserted in the border at the end of the inscription,
apparently as an aftéhought. The coat of Mauduit (Argent two bars Or), does not
occur among the quarterings.

The matrix is a good example of the
craftsmanship of its period, and the heraldry
is well drawn, reflecting the tradition of an
earlier date.

British Museum. This was made for
Richard Towneley The technique is
much the same; there a three crests
only, but each rests on a helmet and
the mantling covers the remaining
space, which on the Penystmseal is
occupied by crests. Towneley Seal

Of about the same date is the private seal of Sir Walter Raleigh, also in the British Museum;
this displays sixteen quarterings, their crests, supporters and rather meagre mantling.

Seals of Sir Walter Raleigh
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1. Also the attributed arms of Thomas Becket. Argent, three —
Cornish Choughs proper. The original arms were blazon
Sable, three birds argent membered Gules.

2. William Tyllotson: Curate & Antiquary; Obit 1615

3. Richard Towneley: 1566 1628

4. | have used the origindPenystonspelling throughout. The
name was later spelled Peniston.

5. Hedgehogs.

6. Raleigh. An interesting tale reported in the Times of 1904
with regard to his sesbeing presemtd to the British Museum. Apparently, three
seals made for Raleigh (1584) were sent for auction at London. The auctioneers
being aware of the interest from the BM, had 600 sets of the three seals made for
sale; 200 sets were sold and Messrs Crichton Brd3oad Street decided to
donate the originals to the BM. They were describedhsavi ng arti sti c

of no mean orderd though the EIlizabethe
of Engl i sh dhkedalgese(singsteraboveal gpproxinately 75mm
di ameter is historically interesting, k

the first English colony; a place in which he never set foot.

Sources

Penyston article is based upon a paper from
the Archaeological Journavol. 87, 1930W. J.
Hemp

British Museum MS

Wikipedia

Times Newspaper 1904

Christiebs sales cat al

Burkets.
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Squirrelled away in the Heralds’ drey

The story of Letchworth Garden City Town Council coat of arms
Paul Jagger

Image copyright HM College of Arms

The coat of arms granted to Letchworth Garden City Town Council on 17 May 2010 is the
last vestige of that short lived council which was voted out of existence in 2012. Until now
it has remained an untold story, and one that highlights the continuednedesad role of

HM Collegeof Arms in the 21st century.

The design of the coat of arms granted to Letchworth Garden City Town Council features
three inward facing horseshoe magnets which signal the association with Sir Ebenezer
Howar dos i dedas ffarr stthegawarelnd ci ty. The <crest
features the famous Letchworth black squirrel sitting on top of a torse or wreath, which in

the real world would have been used to attach the crest to the helm.
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The description of the arms is written in blazon, the language of heraldry. Blazon is a concise
language that is a curious combination of English and Norman French, and has its own
grammarwhich lacks punctuation. It is the written description that defihescoat of arms,

not the visual depiction, which will vary in precise detail from one artist to the next.

The bl azon of Letchworth Town Council 6s coat

Shield: Vert on a Pall reversed between three Horseshoe Magnets the pdlescémtte
Argentthree Roundels Vert each charged with a Rose Argent

Crest: Upon a Helm with a Wreath Argent and Vert a Squirrel sejant erect Sable holding
between the forepaws a Rose Argent and crowned with a Garland of oak leaves Vert.

Mantling: Vert dbubled Argent
A heraldic badge was also granted to Letchworth Town Council, the blazon reads:

Badge: A Rose Stem Or flowered Argent leaved Vert enfiling fourliarofences conjoined
in asquare Pen Or

Photograph of the heraldimdge granted to Letchworth Garden City Town Council

Photograph copyright Paul D Jagger (2019

The choice of the horseshoe magnets and black squirrel are clearly links to Letchworth,
perhapdess so the white roses and the garland of oak leave. Thosenedeare derived from

an earliercoat of arms granted to Letchworth Urban District Council and later transferred to
the Heritage Foundation, now prominently displayed on the junction of Hitchin Road and
Broadway, as well ag the town centre by Manor Pinaacy.

The heraldic badge is a device that an armiger, that is the person or organisation to whom the
arms belong, may give to their followers to wear in order to show affiliation. The badge also
gives reference to the oprabaplyaconjuactiondoftheOld o wn 6
English foran enclosure (Lycche) with that for a farm (Worth), hence Lyccheworth.
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When Letchworth Garden City Town Council 0s
HM College of Arms (the College is not funded by the taxpayer) was £9,975. That has since
risen t0£13,325. A personal grant of arms to an individual and their lawful heirs presently
costs £6,400The good news is there is no VAT to pay on a lawful grantroa

How does an organisation or a person obtain a lawful grant of arms?

A coat of arms, or more correctly armorial bearings, may be granted to a living person and
their heirs or to a corporate body in the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth Realms
where Her Majesty the Queen is Head of State. Arms may only be granted to an entity that
can ownproperty, which is why there is no such thing as arms for a surname, desgite wha
you might read on the web. Vendors of coat s
their trade on the wedind in heraldry shops are engaged in heraldic fraud. Caveat emptor!

In the United Kingdom there are two granting authorities: HM Colleg&rofs in London

and the Court of Lord Lyon in Edinburgh. The reason for the existence of two authorities is
that the granting of arms predates the union of the crowns when King James VI of Scotland
became King James | of England on 24 March 1603. Scotfaidtains a different legal
system to the rest t¢fie UK and that also applies to the law of arms.

Photograph copyright
Paul D Jagger (2019)

Photograph of the Letters Patent granting armorial bearings to Letchworth Garden City Town Council,
sealed on 17 May 2010.
Attached are the seals of Garter Principal King of Arms, Clarenceux King of Arms, and Norroy and
UlsterKing of Arms.
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The College of Arms is part of the Royal Household. The Queen delegates supervisory and
judicial powers over Arms and the College to the Earl Marshal, a hereditary title htéid by
senior peer of the realm, His Grace the Duke of Norfolk. The officers of arms are appointed by
the Monarch and thelayto-day management of the College is in the hand<Gafter
Principal King of Arms; the senior officer of arms in England. The power to grant Arms
belongs exclusively to the Kings of Arms.

Garter is assisted by two other Kings of Arms; Clarenceux King of Arms who has
responsibility for grants made to persoliving south of the River Trent, and Norroy and
Ulster who has responsibility for persons living north of the River Trent, to the border with
Scotland, and Northerdreland.

The other officers of arms are Lancaster, Somerset, Richmond, York, Chestafiratsbr

Heralds in Ordinary, and Rouge Croix, Rouge Dragon, Bluemantle and Portcullis Pursuivants.
There are also five supernumerary officers including New Zealand Herald Extraordinary who

i's a member of the Governor Gennl888 &L£hnadan Ho u s
established it®wn heraldic authority in the Goven or Gener al 6 sbudf fliected si
return to the UK, and specifically Engl and
ceremoni al and has the O0power ngaons and ehgighs a n d
of nobility, honouranadt hi val r yo.

Any subject of the crownrdegal entity (such as a company, parish council, university) that
wishes to be granted arms must first write to or phone the College of Arms. If the enquirer
knows one of the Heralds or Pursuivants in person it is usual for that officer to deal with the
enquiry, otherwise the College operates a rotational appointment whereby the officer in
waiting picks up alenquiries not addressed to a specific officer.

Photograph of the arms of the Duke of Norfolk, hereditary Earl Marshal of England; Her
Majesty the Queen, and HM College of Arms. These arms appear on every Letters Patent
and signal the Royal authority by which armorial bearargsgranted and regulated.
Photograph copyright Paul D Jagger (2019).
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The person or organisation that wishes tgtated arms is known as a petitioner, and the
process is called petitioning. Petitioners are not expected to have knowledge of heraldry or
the law of arms, and it is the responsibility of the officer of arms to guide the petitioner
through the process. Mb petitioners will come with some ideas about the elements they
would Ili ke included in their coat of ar ms,
versed in proposing desigtements that capture the ideas of the petitioner.

Each coat of arms mube unique, and that usually means at least two differences when
compared with other coats of arms, not including a simple change of colour. Heraldry is
immensely inventive, and by using division lines, symbols and a palette of colours the
number ofpossble designs is near infinite.

The colours used in heraldry are yellow/gold (Or), white/silver (Argent), red (Gules), green
(Vert), blue (Azure), black (Sable) and purple (Purpure). The precise shade of colour is up to

the artistal t hough the bol d and pdntbkokarentetornt. &1 our s
key design principles that of contrast, so gold and silver are known as metals, and are
never placed next to eadhther. Similarly the other colours are always placed nex to

metal, sored nextto gold is fine,bue d next to greené. that sho

Once the design is agreed, it is presented to the Kings of Arms for approval and the blazon
is engrossed on vellum with a depiction of the coat of arms. The greombe official

when the seals of the Kings of Arms are attached. For corporate bodies the presentation of
the arms is often conducted in person by the officer of arms who guides the process, usually
at public evensuch as a council meeting or annual gain@eeting.

This is where the story of Letchworth Town
never took receipt of the vellum scroll, and it has no lawful heir to the arms. However, the
absence of a lawful heir does not grant license for any othsorper organisation to use

the arms, or claim them fdineir own.

North Hertfordshire District Council and Hertfordshire County Council each has its own

coat of arms of which more in future articles. A key point to note is that the coat of arms
belong tothe respective local authorities, and not to the populous of the town, district or
county at large. In any case, neither the district coumwilthe county council became the

owners of the formertommounci | 6 s ar ms when it ceased to

Should a hypthetical future Letchworth Garden City Town Council be formegoiuld

need toapply for a Royal License to transfer the arms of the former Town Council to the
new body. Until then, the letters patent granting the armorial bearings will remain
squirrelled away in HM Collegef Arms.

About the author

Paul Jagger is Trustee of the Heraldry Society; he is also an Arts Society accredited lecturer
onheral dry, civic insignia and the treasur e:
authorofThe City of London Freemanodds Guide and
Mile. He lives in Letchworth Garden City.
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His blog is at cityandlivery.blogspot.co.uk and he may be followed on Twitter
@CityandLivery

Credits

The author is indebted to Her Magpt y 0 s Yor k Her al d of Ar ms
O 6 D ohue EsqMA FSA, for his kind permission to photograph the Letters Patent, and
for confirmation of variou$acts pertaining to the arms.

Enquirers should contact:

The Officer in Waiting, College of Arm
Queen Victoria Street London
ECA4V 4BT

Telephone0207 248 2762
Email: enquiries@collegef-arms.gov.uk

Website www.collegeof-arms.gov.uk

Copyright Statement

The author, Paul D Jagger, exercises copyright over this article. The article and its contents
may not appear I n any publication without
been sought and obtained in writing.
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Editor’s tale piece

Curious Proceedings in the Earl Marshal’s Court,
temp Charles II.

6About this ti me, We st , L o r durt bfeHbnaun arrLard cC omn
Marshabs Cour t , a gveni by shat name.eThevease wasperson of a far
di fferent name by birth, and but anilonstl er,

Fieldsgse t he name o f@ conding afterwards to behaa innkéeet and getting

a good estate, assumes the name of West, thecdutims family of Lord Delaware, and gets
from the Heralds his pedigree, drawn through three of four generations, from the forth son
of one of the Lord DelawareHis son, whom he bredt the Inns of Court, presumeghon

this pedigree tde agentlemanThisvexedhis neighbours in Hampshiendthey procured

him to be cited by the Lord Delaware in this court, where, at the hearing, he produced his
patent from the Heralds. But sccmeout, that an ancient gentleman of the name of West,
and family of Delaware, and named in the pedigreeho hadlong beenbeyond sea and
conceived to be deadadnow newly eturned Westwould have had his father to have been

the old gentlemanyho appeared in court at the hearing, which dashed the whole business;
and the preinded West, the defendant, was fined £500, ordered to be degraded, and never
more write himself gentl emano.

(Unknown source )
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HERALDRY IN NORFOLK CHURCHES
12: Fincham andFeltwell Danery

By

Chloé Cockerill M.B.E, M.A.
Tim CockerilF.S.A. SCOT.
Robert JMeeds. F.H.S.

There are over 40 churches in this Deanery which is part of the Diocese of Ely
although in the county of Norfolk. All have been visited and only 7 were found
to have no examples of heraldry of any kind. The photo abs¥rom the

church of Holy Trinity, Stow Bardolph where the North Chapel is full of
wonderful monuments to the Hare Family

The book costs £20.00 including postage and packing. It is 204x294mm in size
with glossy card cover and over 130 pages with 380ur photos and as
many colour drawings of the arms.

It is only available from Chloé Cockerill, Old Mill House, Mill Hill, Weston
Colville, Cambridge CB21 5N¥el 01223 290439

Bmail: chloe.cocketl@btinternet.com

Your email requesting a copy, with your addreswill be sufficient; an
invoice will be included with the book
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The Heraldry Archive seeks to make accessible in digital
media the essential tools of heraldic scholarship, such as
learned journals, essential reference works, heraldic
surveys, and conference proceedings.

A full list of the titles published so far can be found in the shop on
the Heraldry Society’s website, at

https: / / www.theheraldrysociety.com/shop /category /archive/,
where they can also be purchased.

Jointly with CUHAGS and its sister
societies in Norfolk and Suffolk the
Heraldry Archive has digitised:

e Journals of East Anglian Heraldry Societies
o Escutcheon from 1995 to present
o Norfolk Standard from 1976 to present
o Blazon from 1977 to present

This DVD can be purchased through
CUHAGS

The collections are generally presented in HTMI. (web) format, with
the actual documents in searchable PDF format. Usually there are
tables of contents and often a search facility.

All are offered for sale in UK at £20 each (elsewhere £25) including
postage and packaging.

Enquiries and suggestions to the project editor: Andrew Cray
(archive@theheraldrysociety.com)
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